North Sonoma Coast
Volunteer Firefighters

November 2021

Holiday greetings from North Sonoma Coast Fire, the combined team of volunteer firefighters and CAL FIRE staff who respond to local
emergencies. We want to keep our community informed of our activity and needs, and to thank all of you. We love what we do, and we could not
do it without your continued support. Donations to the NSCVFA are deductible as provided for in IRS section 170. The NSCVFA is an IRS
recognized 501(c)(3) DBA of the TSRVFD EIN# 94-2197071. Checks may be made out to NSCVFA. Thank you for your support!

Volunteer Firefighter
Association 2021 Update
The North Sonoma Coast Volunteer Firefighter Association
(NSCVFA) supports the North
Sonoma Coast Volunteer Fire
Department by raising funds to
maintain the North Fire Station on
Highway 1, and provide support
for the volunteer firefighters,
including helping to pay for
vehicles and equipment.
Your generous donations via mail
or our website, and attendance at
the Memorial Day Weekend
Picnic, allow us to provide
financial support to the North
Sonoma Coast Volunteer Fire
Department and our community.
With your support we have made
payments to date totaling
$107,000 toward the full cost of
$215,000 on the department’s
newest rescue vehicle, R4433,
that is stationed at the main

North Sonoma Coast Fire 2021: Top Row: CAL FIRE FAE Ben Smutney, Abel Solis, Bill Wong, CAL
FIRE Captain Red Miller, Steve Smith. Middle Row: Releana Breier, CAL FIRE FAE Jonathan Martinez,
Gregory Miller, Captain Chuck Breier, Michael Verolini, Goldie Pounds, Eric Agnew, Skylar Martin,
Assistant Chief Chris Aitchison, Nick Morgan, Chief Bonnie Plakos. Bottom Row: Peter Gifford, Phil
Martin, “Rescue Randy”, Captain Paul Plakos, Phil Kaufman. Not pictured: Dagan Holmes, Malay
Thaker, Loren Adrian, Dan Peterson, CAL FIRE FAEs Diane Mibach and Paul Eaton.

station on Annapolis Road. By your purchase of VFA Christmas trees we were able to provide $6,000 towards continued education
and career development for several RCMS employees. Unfortunately our 2020 and 2021 Memorial Day Weekend Picnic had to be
canceled due to the global pandemic. Not having these picnics put a dent in our annual fundraising efforts. So, if you decide to
donate to the VFA this year, please give just a little more to help us make up this deficit.
This year, your donations also allowed us to provide North Sonoma Coast Fire with seven new water tanks (see next page) a
“Rescue Randy” training manikin, EMT med bags, and four new SCBAs w/air bottles (Self Contained Breathing Apparatus). Just
four SCBAs + extra air bottles cost $28,000. Your donations make all this possible for the volunteers to remain fully and safely
equipped.
Gratefully,
North Sonoma Coast Volunteer Firefighter Association
We welcomed five new volunteer recruits to the
department in 2021: Michael Verolini, Releana Breier,
Nick Morgan, Peter Gifford, Loren Adrian.

Water Water Everywhere
You can’t fight a fire without having water sources. Those
living at The Sea Ranch have the benefit of hydrants on the
streets. However, The Sea Ranch only represents 10 square
miles of our 172 square mile District. The remaining 162
square miles have no street hydrants. So, how do we get
water to a fire where there are no hydrants? Our
firefighting apparatus carry anywhere from 300 to 2,000
gallons of water. But when shooting water at 150 gallons
per minute, it can run out very quickly.
The answer is to store water in tanks and to have ways to
bring water to the fire. In 2021, your VFA took on the task
of purchasing and installing seven new 5,000 gallon water
tanks at various locations in the Annapolis area. The cost of
the tanks, fittings, and materials for the construction of tank
pads was $35,000. All of this was possible because of your
donations! Four of these Fire Dept water tanks were placed
on land owned by your Annapolis neighbors who
generously allowed for their installation.
Besides this new 35,000 gallons of fire-fighter water we
have convenient access to two previously installed 5,000
gallon tanks and a 7,000 gallon tank that just needed some
TLC before refilling. We are also very grateful that several
neighbors with ponds and their own private tanks of water
are most generous in allowing us to draft from their
supplies. All tank installations were done by our volunteers
and our CAL FIRE colleagues!

Volunteers and CAL FIRE worked together to build all the pads and
install all of the water tanks.

Water Tender 4491, New Pump in 4401
NSCFPD increased its ability to deliver water and to
respond to fires more quickly this year. First, we are happy
to welcome Water Tender 4491 to our fleet. This vehicle
can carry 2,000 gallons of water, and joins existing tender
4490 so that we can have two tenders, stationed at opposite
ends of our large district. This will allow quicker response
in all areas, and also allow us to send one tender as mutual
aid to neighboring agencies while still having one in
district, or to have one tender available when the other is
serviced.
Another important addition to our response capability was
the installation of a “skid pump” in Rescue 4401, the
vehicle driven by Assistant Chief Chris Aitchison. 4401
now carries 150 gallons of water and a small compliment
of hose and firefighting tools as well as its existing
equipment, and can provide essential initial fire
suppression, especially in hard-to-reach locations.
Because our coastal communities are quite remote, coastal
fire departments respond to assist each other. This means
even more pumping and tendering apparatus join in the
fight until heavy-duty CAL FIRE resources (air attack,
dozers, hand-crews, many engines) arrive. Having a robust
water supply for fire suppression is critical, and our
communities are now in much better shape.

Water Tender 4491; Asst Chief Chris Aitchison and his skid pump

Volunteers Make It Happen
Besides training and responding to emergency calls, your
North Sonoma Coast Fire volunteers provide the personpower wherever they can to help the District reduce its
costs on projects. These reductions in costs by using
volunteer person-power make your donations go that much
further.
Our volunteers have a variety of expertise which comes in
quite handy in accomplishing tasks like this last year’s
creation of a new concrete floor for our Horicon apparatus
shed. From creating forms, placing the iron work, spreading the concrete, to leveling and smoothing, it was all done
by our fire department team.
Our CAL FIRE colleagues were a great help with all of
our projects. And a big Thank You to Chris and Stacy at
Sea Ranch Supply/CNA Metalworks for their generous
donation of a truck to bring our Christmas Trees up from
our supplier in Santa Rosa; and for selling Christmas Trees
at Sea Ranch Supply on our behalf! The only compensation they receive is seeing people’s smiling faces when
they pick out a tree.

Above and right: volunteers adding concrete floor to apparatus shed to
help keep the engine stored there safe and dry.

What’s Next for the North Station?
The North Fire Station (NFS) along Hwy 1 is not a residential
station, but that may change. Built in 1986 entirely with donated
funds, it houses apparatus and some storage but has no residential
capacity and almost no office space. The plan for many years has
been to complete the station, adding sleeping quarters for
firefighters, office space, improved training facilities and The VFA Christmas Tree Sale is on! This year you may pre-order
trees online, please visit http://nscvfa.org for details.
equipment storage. With generous help from one of the original
NFS architects, Don Jacobs, and architect and head of TSRA Trees will also be available at the North Fire Station (located at Mile
DCEM Lisa Dundee, we are working to develop plans for a station
Marker 55.6, Highway 1) for walk-in purchase while stocks last:
expansion. We now have an idea of what would fit our needs, and
Saturday/Sunday, November 27 & 28, 2021, 12 noon - 4:00 p.m.
where best to locate an additional structure or two. Although this
Saturday/Sunday, December 4 & 5, 2021, 12 noon - 4:00 p.m.
is a long term project, and very much dependent upon the eventual
receipt of funding, we are moving along with the process. In 2022
(also December 11 & 12 if not sold out)
we will proceed with environmental, geotechnical and Starting November 29 a small number of VFA Christmas trees may be
topographical studies to determine what exactly is feasible.
available for walk-in sales at Sea Ranch Supply at 35550 Verdant
View, during their regular business hours.

2021 District Update
While 2021 was another punishing fire season for the state, with
devastating large fires such as the Dixie and the Caldor to our
north, Sonoma County managed to get through the heart of fire
season without any major incidents. We put a lot of time and
effort into equipment and training to be prepared, especially in
improving our water availability and delivery which should serve
us well in the years ahead. We encourage everyone to take structure hardening, defensible space and fuel management seriously
and use the winter and spring seasons to be even more prepared
for the coming years.
Want to learn more about your fire department, emergency response on the coast, wildfire risk and behavior and ways to mitigate it, emergency preparation, and evacuations? NSCFPD was
proud to sponsor an online forum on those subjects and more in
October. You can watch the video or download the presentations
from: http://northsonomacoastfpd.org/resources/firepreparedness-and-response. (Or just go to http://nscfpd.org and
look for the link on the right-hand side).
We all continue to deal with COVID-19 restrictions and challenges. Our safety and response protocols continue to be adapted
to provide safety for both our responders and our community
members.

Vintage engine in 1974 and today, awaiting restoration.

Fire Engine Restoration Update
In last year’s newsletter we mentioned that we received a
donation of a 1940’s fire engine that in years past was an active
engine for the Sea Ranch and then Annapolis Volunteer Fire
companies. Due to an abundance of caution due to the Covid-19
pandemic, we have not been able to go further with our
restoration work. However, our plans are to get it running in
2022. Perhaps you’ll see it at some events next year. Until then
the old engine is cozy and warm in a bay at our Annapolis
station.

NSC 2021 Statistics


Numbers of calls: 318 in 2019; 290 in 2020; 284 through
October in 2021.



Types of calls in 2020: 59% medical, 3% hazardous conditions,
7% fire, 11% vehicle accidents, 4% alarms sounding, 8% smoke
checks, 2% rescue, and 6% other.



Call locations in 2020: 65% Sea Ranch, 23%
Annapolis/Kashia/Stewarts Point, 9% Timber Cove/Fort Ross, 3%
other.



The VFD currently has 16 active firefighters/EMTs, 5 trainees
and 4 support members. Eleven of the active members or
trainees are EMTs.



NSC maintains 4 fire engines, 2 water tenders, 3 rescue squads, 1
utility truck, and 1 Chief’s truck.. Apparatus respond from 2
stations on Sea Ranch and 2 stations in Annapolis.



The age range of our members/trainees is from 18 to 75 with an
average age of 57.

Stay Informed, Be Prepared!
Sonoma county has had a rough few years of fires, floods, and
COVID-19. Please be sure you are signed up for any and all alert
systems available to you such as PG&E alerts and Sonoma
County’s SoCoAlert and Nixle systems. If you live on The Sea
Ranch, sign up for TSRA’s Everbridge alert sytem. If you live in
Annapolis or Stewarts Point, put yourself on the “Annapolis
group” in the “One Call Now” system provided by the Horicon
School. Know your local radio stations KGUA, KTDE, and
KSRO. For details on how to sign up for all of those systems,
and more, please visit our website at http://nscfpd.org and look
for the “Emergency Information” link.

Mark your calendar for the

2022 Memorial Day
Weekend Picnic
Burgers, Hot Dogs, Hot
Links, Slaw, Beans,
Drinks, Desserts
Kids Games
Smokey Bear!

SUNDAY MAY 29, 2022
AT ONE-EYED JACK’S
NOON—3:00

Become a Volunteer Firefighter!
We are always looking for motivated volunteers who don’t
mind being awakened in the middle of the night to help their
friends and neighbors. Our members come from many backgrounds and careers. Prior experience in emergency services is
not required—we’ll train you. Please see http://nscfpd.org, or
call 707-785-2648 for information.
North Sonoma Coast Fire Protection District http://nscfpd.org
PO Box 386, The Sea Ranch, CA 95497
(707) 785-2648 email: info@northsonomacoastfpd.org
North Sonoma Coast Volunteer Firefighter Association
PO Box 65, The Sea Ranch, CA 95497
(707) 785-2970 email: info@tsrvfd.org http://nscvfa.org
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