North Sonoma Coast

FIRE

December 2017

Holiday greetings from North Sonoma Coast Fire, the combined team of volunteer firefighters and CAL FIRE staff who respond to local
emergencies. We want to keep our community informed of our activity and needs, and to thank all of you for your continued support. We love
what we do, but we could not do it without you.

TSRVFD Suppor ts Nor th
Sonoma Coast FPD
It has been another eventful year for The Sea Ranch
Volunteer Fire Department Inc., in our new role as a nonprofit agency that supports the recently formed North
Sonoma Coast Fire Protection District (NSCFPD) volunteers,
who respond to your fire and medical calls.
TSRVFD owns and maintains the North Fire Station (NFS)
along Highway One (next door to The Sea Ranch Chapel),
which houses our NSCFPD fire-fighting equipment.
TSRVFD also supports our volunteer firefighters by helping
to pay for equipment and other vital resources.
Earlier this year, TSRVFD transitioned from a tax-deductible
501(c)(4) fire department, to a 501(c)(3) non-profit public
benefit corporation. This change will ensure that your
donations will continue to be tax deductible.
So what did we do in 2017 with the funds that we raised?
Through your generosity, we were able to maintain and
operate the NFS, repair the NFS roof, provide two muchappreciated scholarships to local high school seniors, buy
extra shirts for our firefighter volunteers, and even do some
needed work on our septic system. But what we are most
proud of in 2017 is committing $23,000 for the delivery and
first year payment for the brand new NSCFPD Rescue (see
reverse for photo of this much needed and most
beneficial piece of equipment).
We look forward to continuing our support of your North
Sonoma Coast volunteers with funds and equipment in 2018.
We are very grateful for the support shown by our
community. Your tax-deductible donations will help us to
continue to maintain the NFS and to assist the volunteers and
surrounding community in fire and safety related activities.
We have provided a pre-addressed envelope to make
donating as easy as possible. Please make checks out to
“TSRVFD”. Or, you can contribute online at tsrvfd.org. We
thank you for your continued support!
Gratefully, The Sea Ranch Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.

North Sonoma Coast Fire 2017: Back row: Lewis Lubin, Dan
Peterson, Asst. Chief Chris Aitchison, Lani Bouwer, David Rice,
Captain Dave Pelzer, Eric Agnew. Front row: Randy Burke, CAL
FIRE Engineer David Levin, Malay Thaker, Abel Solis, CAL FIRE
Captain Shelley Spear, Paul Plakos, Bill Wong, Steve Smith,
Chief Bonnie Plakos. Not pictured: Richleigh Powers.

October Fir e Events
Our hearts go out to those who lost lives or property in
the firestorms that hit in October. North Sonoma Coast
Fire was proud to be part of the response during that
time, with Fire Engine E4471 deployed for 16 days, and
E4483 for 8 days, staffed with personnel from CAL
FIRE and NSC as well as members from the Redwood
Coast and Timber Cove VFDs. Volunteers and CAL
FIRE staff remaining on the coast held the fort well,
maintaining 24x7 coverage and dealing with our “usual”
incidents plus several small fires (which were kept from
becoming large fires by the quick action of our coastal
agencies). We thank and congratulate our crew
members as well as their families, who all pitched in
when needed and made sure that everything got done,
and no call went unanswered.
- Fire Chief Bonnie Plakos
Want to learn more? Visit us on the web!
http://tsrvfd.org
http://northsonomacoastfpd.org

NSCFPD 2017 Update
The North Sonoma Coast Fire Protection District (NSCFPD)
celebrated its first birthday on April 1, 2017 and has had a
busy and productive first 18 months, highlighted by:
 Seating and education of the Board, creation of policies
and procedures.
 Positive budgets for FY 16/17 and 17/18.
 Establishment of a District Treasury separate from
Sonoma County.
 Improvement of our apparatus fleet and ability to respond
to emergencies by:
 Delivery of new Rescue 4433 (photo at right), custom-designed for our needs on the coast. This
addition also allows us to have a rescue truck at each
station, to provide better service, and have backup
vehicles if necessary.
 Purchase of used but serviceable Water Tender 4490,
to replace the inadequate tender that was in service
 Sale of rarely-used Salvage 4436
 Award of CAL FIRE Volunteer Fire Assistance grant, for
equipment and training.
 Two-year contract with CAL FIRE for 17/18 and 18/19.
 An additional water tank in Annapolis, with more to come.
 Positive action to retain more of your tax dollars for fire
protection, by challenging amount of “ERAF” loss (see
website for details). Court hearing expected by January.
 Progress on realistic long-term capital equipment
replacement plans.
 Completion of our first fiscal audit.
The District is still young and still learning; we are working
hard at getting things set up right to insure a solid future. We
invite everyone to keep up with our news, and let us know
your thoughts. Three Board seats will be up for election in
November, 2018. Please consider being part of the team!

Become a Volunteer Firefighter!
We are always looking for motivated volunteers who don’t mind being awakened in the middle of the night to help their friends and
neighbors. Our members come from many backgrounds and careers.
Prior experience in emergency services is not required! Please see
http://nscfpd.org, or call 707-785-2648, for information.
North Sonoma Coast Fire Protection District
PO Box 386, The Sea Ranch, CA 95497
(707) 785-2648
email: info@northsonomacoastfpd.org
The Sea Ranch Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.
PO Box 65, The Sea Ranch, CA 95497
(707) 785-2648
email: info@tsrvfd.org

Rescue 4433 went into service in July, 2017.

NSC Fire Statistics


Numbers of calls: 299 in 2016; 287 through mid-November in
2017.



Types of calls in 2017: 49% medical, 21% hazardous conditions (mostly trees down), 3% fire, 8% vehicle accidents, 7%
alarms sounding, 3% smoke checks, 4% rescue, and 5% other.



Call locations in 2017: 71% Sea Ranch, 5% Timber Cove or
Fort Ross, 20% Annapolis/Kashia area, 4% other.



The VFD currently has 15 active and 4 support members.

New Firefighters in 2017: Lani Bouwer and Eric Agnew.

Mark your calendar for the

2018 Memorial Day
Weekend Picnic!
Burgers, Hot Dogs, Hot
Links, Slaw, Beans,
Drinks, Desserts
Kids Games
Smokey Bear!

SUNDAY MAY 27, 2018
AT ONE-EYED JACK’S
NOON—3:00

